
Bioethics Thesaurus Database Search Tips

Writers, Internet surfers, bloggers, indexers, journalists, health care professionals, librarians and
students alike will find the Bioethics Thesaurus Database to be a valuable resource. This tool
contains more than 1,300 terms used in indexing materials for the GenETHX database. The
foundation of the database is the original Bioethics Thesaurus developed to index articles, books
and audiovisual materials on bioethical issues for the U.S. National Library of Medicine’s
BIOETHICSLINE database from 1975-2000. It has been extensively updated – particularly to
include new genetics terms, a number of which are unique to any thesaurus, including:
CLINICAL GENETICS, GENETIC RELATEDNESS TIES, PERSONAL GENOMICS, and
SYNTHETIC BIOLOGY. Terms can be used to assign keywords to articles or blogs, to search
the Web, or simply to learn more about relationships between and among concepts in the
interdisciplinary field of bioethics.

The online Bioethics Thesaurus Database allows one to:

 1) download a full list of established terms and cross references;
 2) search for more detailed information about each term or phrase; or
 3) examine all entries beginning with a particular letter of the alphabet. 

Searching with thesaurus terms has many advantages:

1) the ability to limit search results to documents that are precisely “on point”;
2) the capacity to expand search results to include broader, narrower, and 
related concepts;
3) the facility to search for concepts that are too cumbersome for text-word 
searching (for example: Right Not To Know); and 
4) the serendipity to discover new concepts from a variety of disciplines.

Each term’s record will include a:

LT = Lead Term: The designated THESAURUS TERM for a topic, displayed in
capital letters.
Other ways of expressing the thesaurus term are displayed in upper/lower case letters, 
and are included to facilitate access to the standardized terminology that is used in
indexing.  For example, entering the word “rationing” will retrieve the record for
the thesaurus lead term RESOURCE ALLOCATION.
DT = Date the term was introduced into the Thesaurus.

Each record also may contain a:

SN = Scope Note: a definition for the term.

BT = Broader Term: another thesaurus term that conceptually includes the term being
defined. For example, Animal Welfare is the broader term for Animal Care Committees.



NT = Narrower Term(s): another thesaurus term that conceptually is included in the term
being defined.  For example, Refusal to Treat is a narrower term under Selection for
Treatment.

RT = Related Term(s): a thesaurus term conceptually similar in meaning and/or
utilization to the lead term.  For example, related terms for Mandatory Programs are:
Coercion, Mandatory Reporting, Required Request, and Voluntary Programs.

UF = Used For: synonyms or narrower terms for the thesaurus term to be used in
indexing.

Use = the instruction to use another thesaurus term for the concept.  For example, 
NATIONAL SOCIALISM is used for Nazism.



Finding a Thesaurus Term for a Concept

1) enter words for the concept in the query box (for example: nutrition genetics);
2) retain All of the Words in the Search Criteria drop-down menu,
 and All fields in the Fields drop-down menu.

Optional: Set the “Display per page” to MAX to list all the terms retrieved on one page.



The search for nutrition genetics retrieves the thesaurus term Nutrigenomics, and displays the
date it was added to the thesaurus, its definition, broader terms, and Used For (UF) synonyms.



Browsing Thesaurus Terms by Topic

1) enter words for the topic in the query box, using the truncation symbol +
to retrieve variations of a word (for example, genom+ to retrieve genome and genomics)
2) select Any of These Words from the search criteria drop-down menu,
and select Lead Term from the fields drop-down menu.

Optional: Set the “Display per page” to MAX to list all the terms retrieved on one page.



This search retrieves over 80 thesaurus terms and cross-references to them.

[partial display]



Finding More Information about a Specific Thesaurus Term

1) enter the thesaurus term in the query box;
2) select Exact Phrase Only from the search criteria drop-down menu; and
3) select Lead Term from the fields drop-down menu.

This search retrieves the date the term was first used, its definition, and related concepts.



Please note that the plus sign (+) following the related terms Mandatory Programs and Third
Party Consent indicates that these terms have narrower terms under them.  For example, the
narrower terms for Third Party Consent are Parental Consent and Spousal Consent.
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